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When a fellow writer tells you they'll likely never get around to reading your book, what's the

appropriate response? For David Crosby, it's to write a collection of essays on the struggle of

writing and the decline of reading as a past time.



Donna Won’t Read ThisDavid Thomas Crosby2020All Rights ReservedDonna Won’t Read

ThisCopyright 2020 by David Thomas CrosbyIf you have any problems with the layout, please

let me know by contacting me through https://lonesomecosmonaut.comFirst Edition, March

2020Second Edition, June 2020To the Thirsty Thursdays groupForewardThese works were

written in haste over December 2018 through March 2020.1 After getting the first shipment of

paperbacks of Sol, Playa, y Mar, my good friend and fellow writer Donna Venzi and I were

talking about how she would get around to reading the new book “indefinitely.” After

deliberation with the Thirsty Thursdays group, we decided my next book should be called

Donna Won’t Read This. A challenge was soon issued, and now it’s a race to beat Donna to

the printed page, to see who publishes their next book first.I don’t generally make a habit of

competitive writing, or coming up with a title and then writing a book to make it work, but I was

so spellbound by the idea I wrote the first essay the night the issue was challenged. My

practice up to this point has been to write something, put it in a drawer, and then brood over it

for years, with all the belief of a Red Sox fan that “this is the year, I can feel it.”2 Maybe

commitments and constraints do lead to good art.I hope you enjoy this collection. If you ever

meet Donna (and you should, she’s a wonderful person to talk with), don’t give away anything.

We’re in this together to see how long before she gets around to reading this one.Haste being

relative, as you’ll probably find.!©þ�One thing I’m guilty of in this collection is using a lot of

footnotes. This is intentional, and I apologize if it makes reading this a bit more difficult. Being a

New Englander, I’m prone to going off on tangential matters which are interesting (at least to

me), but otherwise derails the point I’m trying to make in the main text. It’s like a director’s

commentary soundtrack on a movie - it’s nice trivia, but reliant on the movie to give it

substance. The main text is the part your English teacher would quiz you on. If you don’t read

the footnotes, you probably won’t miss much (of course, you wouldn’t know that unless you’re

reading this footnote). If you’re a fan of footnotes like me, read The Mezzanine by Nicholson

Baker - it has a nice style and condenses a lot of feeling in a short amount of time. There’s also

Infinite Jest by David Foster Wallace, but I’ve tried reading it three times and still have not

finished it. Donna and I call it “Infinite Go Fuck Yourself” because of its opacity.!©þ�The Best Way

To Clean a RoomI’m writing this at the tail-end of 2018, and while I’m happy I managed to

publish a little travelogue I’d written about 6 years ago, I’m disappointed that I haven’t managed

to get two other books out of the door before the end of the calendar year.1 Both the blessing

and the curse of self-publishing is that there’s no one to prod you about meeting deadlines. But

I like writing, theoretically I should have a lot of stuff written and published by now.“What’s the

hold up, Dave?” The problem is that my desk is never clean enough. Oh sure, I could write on it

now - there’s definitely space. I’ve got paper (check!), a healthy selection of writing utensils

(check!), even a laptop (checkeroo!),2 so that I can get the writing down at the speed of

thought. But there’s junk all over my desk.I’ve got a label maker (the better to organize my

mess), which has a dying battery. I really need to replace that battery, but the spare batteries

are in a different room, so I dread to think what I’ll do when the battery finally dies. Rather than

standing up from my desk, walking to the living room to get some batteries, and returning to

replace the batteries, I’ll sit in my chair, and stare at this label maker. Seconds - no, minutes -

pass while I try to decide if it’s worth all the effort to do this. After much thinking, I decide to

wait until the label maker is really dead before I replace the batteries.I’ve got stacks and stacks

of papers on my desk, of notes, clippings, and other detritus of living. I don’t throw anything

out, because I intend to scan it all. I’ve got a scanner on my desk to do this, too. One time, I got



so motivated from scanning 30 pages that I got enthusiastic and put more stacks of paper on

my desk. But as is usually the case with these projects, the enthusiasm waned after another

few hours, and so now I’ve got even more paper on my desk, as well as a scanner (which now

is covered in stacks of paper).3

A Ghost in the Throat, Winter Recipes from the Collective: Poems, Pilgrim Bell: Poems, Thin

Places: A Natural History of Healing and Home, frank: sonnets, How to Start Writing (and

When to Stop): Advice for Writers, As If By Magic: Selected Poems, Playlist for the Apocalypse:

Poems, Body Work: The Radical Power of Personal Narrative, Bright Dead Things: Poems,

Spill Simmer Falter Wither, Small Things Like These, The Glass Constellation: New and

Collected Poems, Seven Steeples, In the Margins: On the Pleasures of Reading and Writing

tom, “A fresh new voice in literature!. I found a lot in this book that I could relate to. I'm glad

that David found the time to complete this project!”

The book by David Thomas Crosby has a rating of 5 out of 5.0. 1 people have provided

feedback.
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